ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR E UROPE
Co ENVIR

ON O AL POLICY
Ad Hoc Preparatory Working Group of Senior Officials
“Environment for Europe”
Second
Geneva, 29-30 June 2006

Request by Regional NGOs network FORUM EfE(7
to include
DECLERATION ON ENVIRONMENTAL COHESION OF SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE AS
THE TOOL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (with preamble)
in Agenda of BELGRADE 2007

Approved in Belgrade on Regional FORUM EfEg7 Preparatory Meeting on June 5™, 2006°

Text:

Taking in account that:

- In achieving sustainable development and security is the high importance of regional
harmonization in environmental sector;

- Environmental sector s the Important segment of foreign policy

unplanned development, pollution, regjonal energy deficit, over exploitation of natural resources,
as well as extensive fishery and hunting, neglectance of animal wall fare;

- The next Pan-European Ministeria] Conference “Environment for Europe” will be in
Belgrade in October 2007 (BELGRADE 2007);

- The citizens of Western Balkan and South Eastern Europe compliment the UNECE for
2003. decision to have the next 2007 Pan-European Ministeria] Conference “Environment for
Europe” in region and expressing the interest for region as the one of the key partners;

Affirming:
- A common goal of peace, stability and security, creating the region of shared prosperity;
- Johannesburg 2002 Plan of Actions and the decisions from Kiey 2003 Conference;

Following:
- Conclusion of Meeting of the Ministers of Environment of the countries involved in




. 2003 Inistive by Serbian Ministry for B8 lfrotegforgsszg g’yatl‘;’raa‘ﬁ %eso rCes gng
Environment on environmental cohesion of Western Balkan, exp eclarafi, )

Environmental Cohesion as the WB countries tool to EU accession;

Contributing to: : .
- EU cohesion policy in support of growth and jobs 2007-2013

With note that: ; ¢ .
region is shaping challenges for sustainable Z :
= itgis a lack of ambition, quantitative goals and timetables in Belgrade 2007 Preparation

by some relevant partners; . :
- to environmental security, sustainable development concerns and social Tesponsib|e

behavior in region are not given priority;

- the need for solidarity between the citizens of the
for women and children) to be protected at the highest level;
- it is the need for affirmation of principles and guidelines on animal welfare;

- investments in environmental sector and education for sustainable development are

investments in the future

region, as well as the right ( especially

We, the citizens and fhongovernmental organizations of the region, are requesting
international NGOs, organizations (such UNECE, UNEP) and relevant governments to
follow-up activities, including developing the instruments and financing for implementation,
particularly to develop and include this Declaration (with Preamble) in Agenda of

BELGRADE 2007:

DECLARATION
ON ENVIRONMENTAL, COHESION OF SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE AS THE TOOL
T

We request regnlar participation on NGO and governmenta] institutions on all
relevant internationa] meetings;

2.We call tn contribute to humap security by mitigating transboundary risks and further
enhance regdlonal and transbonndar;: Cooperation, jn anticipation of f.mffe EU accession:
; \:Ve rlequest 'strfughten'mg capacities for environmental management at all levels
(oca3 Provincial, national, regional), including human, technical institutional
organizational and financial capacities; : : :
e. :Z; i ::lla:r lthmEeCdEg‘ ratxﬁgation of Multilatera] environmental agreements,
iy l); . onventions and thejy Protocols, as well as MEA signed in
In Kiey, as the minimum  fop regional environmental cohesion: we
recommend the rapid regional |mplementation of agreements: ’



We call on st
h.

q.

4.We are requ

the Carpathian Convention, a future Convention fi
7 5 or .
Sustainable Development of mountain region in SEE, etc; the Protection and

We call to secure collaborative capacities in monitoring and respond of acci
early warning systems, waste and hazardous waste and chemical man(;g:ccld:nts,
ment;

rategies and activities to secure sustainable development:
We call for preparation and support to implementati(;n ;
Z : of d
Strategies for sustainable development, stressing the need for WOrklif\ferg:.t le\éel
preparation of Western Balkan Strategy for Sustainable DevelOpment.g oup for

We are pointing out Fhat the bioc.iiversity protection and animal welfare have t
be included in strategies for sustainable development; :

To call for p.artnersljnp between ministries, agencies and other institutions

(included business, industry and NGOs) related to environmental sector

including joint platforms aimed to efficient activities; ;

We call for proper environmental education and education for sustainable
development on all levels, including the establishment of formal and no-formal
educational institutions/institution/ School for environment and sustainable
development of SEE;

To call for efficient law implementation and judgury system for environment
and sustainable development, including establishment of Environmental Court
for environmental and sustainable development issues and Environmental Police;
We request efficient access and exchange of information on environment anZi
sustainable development;

We call for promotion on importance of inclusion of environmental issues in
other sectoral policies, such as energy, transport, agriculture, geology, fishery,
hunting, mineral resources, urbanization, industry, common regional market,
diplomacy and foreign policy’, as well as to implement local sustainable
development strategies and corporate social responsible activities

We call to respect of intergeneration justice

We call for gender equality representation in all projects, delegations and
activities (minimum 30% of women/men) in sustainable development and
environmental issues;

We call upon governments in region to make complete commitment to support
environmental sector by reaching minimum 3% GDP by the year 2020

esting on modalities to monitor Declaration follow-up and implementation,

including annually reporting on implementation to UNECE

5‘“3” request by international and EU institutions to increase financial and other support to
region in achieving above listed goals.

www.ambagsadors-env.org




