
Agenda include:  



 
 
 
 
 
 
www.ambassadors-env.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.apos.org.rs 

April 11, 2013 - Workshop: A.Mihajlov 
presentation C

ap
ac

it
y 

b
u

ild
in

g 
fo

r 
ch

e
m

ic
al

 s
af

et
y 

( 
B

e
st

 

P
ra

ct
ic

e
s,

 f
o

cu
s:

 S
e

rb
ia

) 

C
H

EM
IC

A
L 

SA
FE

TY
 :

 
M

EA
N

IN
G

 

Chemical safety (def.UNEP-ILO-WHO) 

“prevention and management of the adverse 
effects, both short- and long-term, to humans 
and environment from the production, 
storage, use and disposal of chemicals” 
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The need for chemical safety for human 
health protection and environment 
 
Chemical safety involves the identification of 
a hazard and a scientific assessment, ideally 
quantitative, of the risks of exposure, leading 
on to decisions of the need to manage the 
risks  ….. 
 ……including to prevent it. 
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The sound management of chemicals was recognized as crucial for 
the protection of human health and the environment  at the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development Rio+20, held in 
June 2012. The future we want recognizes growing global production 
and use of chemicals and their prevalence in the environment, 
calling for effective implementation and strengthening of SAICM as 
part of a robust, coherent, effective and efficient system for the 
sound management of chemicals  throughout  their life cycle, 
including to respond to emerging challenges  
The UNEP Governing Council 27 , 2013, also encouraged 
governments and other stakeholders to promote safer, effective 
alternatives, including non-chemical alternatives, and to adopt 
measures to prevent industrial chemical accidents and unintended 
releases and emissions in order to prevent rather than remediate 
risks. 
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The multilateral chemical-
related Conventions  

SAICM – 
Strategic Approach to 

International Chemicals  
Management  

- important and have been 
critical in working towards 
sound chemicals 
management, 
 

- they only cover specific 
chemicals and selected 
aspects of chemical safety 

- SAICM’s Overarching Policy Strategy 
(OPS) has been very helpful to lay out 
the bigger picture for chemicals.  

 
- The SAICM reporting on the 20 

indicators indicates significant 
activities regarding the OPS objectives 
on risk reduction, knowledge and 
information, governance and illegal 
international traffic 
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One work area of SAICM’s GPA specifically refers to “Civil 
society and public interest non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) participation”, and associated activities.  

Mandate: NGOs may choose to use the GPA to assist 

development of a SAICM implementation plan, or they may see 
how their existing and planned activities already contribute to 
the objectives, activities, and targets of SAICM.  

 
SAICM nominated country Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) Focal Points: for Serbia it is 
organisation Environmental Ambassadors for 
Sustainable Development 
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Additional efforts are needed to enhance 
work towards strengthening capacities, 
including through: 
 
- partnerships,  
- technical assistance and  
- improved governance structures.  
 

Not in focus of this 
presentation, however 
equally important 
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More and better collaboration among all 
stakeholders and intensified partnership 
efforts would further promote effective and 
efficient implementation of the Strategic 
Approach.  
 
EASD, as National SAICM NGO Focal Point, 
strategically cooperate with     APOS – 
Association of Consumers. 
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Selected best practices case studies in Serbia: 
Learning by doing capacity building tool 
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Responsible consumer 
 
Site:    http://odgovoranpotrosac.org.rs/ 
….very good platform for information…..E-bulletin, TV 
, panels…. 
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“Safe With Chemicals - Read the Label!".  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.shema.gov.rs/media/200405/shema_-
_bezbedno_sa_detergentima_final.pdf 

Serbia 
implemented 
GHS – Global 
Harmonized 

System in 2010! 
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Eco-Schools Program 
is the largest sustainable schools programme 
in the world and is operated by 
the Foundation for Environmental Education 
(FEE). In Serbia, we have 1 elementary school 
and 2 pre-schools now in process – through 
WASTE subject we cover CHEMICALS…. 
Ministry of Health support the Program. 
 
see more at http://ambassadors-env.com/en/project/eco-
schools-call-for-schools-to-participate/ 
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Towards responsible care 
Project "IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR THE STOCKHOLM CONVENTION 
ON PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS - POPs" (GF/2732-03-4652)- 
inventory of obsolete and banned pesticides  

Identified: 
 
Xxxxxxx 
 
 
 
 

DDT storage in private possession 

 

The first step towards 
responsible care is to 
make inventory 
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Organization of SAICM Open-ended Working Group , 
Belgrade, Serbia, 15-18 November 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serbia received a bronze award for 
its contribution to the Strategic 
Approach to International 
Chemical Management (SAICM) 
2009-2012. The award was 
presented during the Third Session 
of the International Conference on 
Chemical Management (ICCM3) 
which was held in Nairobi, from 17 
to 21 September 2012.  
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Management System in Serbia" started in August 2010, with an 
overall objective to strengthen the institutional framework in 
Serbia for the effective implementation of EU legislation on 
chemicals and biocides until 2012. It is conducted by the Serbian 
Chemicals Agency as a beneficiary partner The project activities 
contribute to the minimization of the adverse effects of 
chemicals on human health and environment by improved 
knowledge on chemicals safety issues and to the increased 
cooperation with institutional bodies on European level. Project 
activities are structured through the five components: 
 Chemical safety training, Chemicals management capacity 
building, Integrated chemicals management system, 
Cooperation with international bodies, Communication 
strategies 

Dilemma: Project was successful 
and 
CHEMICALS AGENCY  abolished in 
2012 
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Capacity building should be: 
 
- Knowledge based 
- Continuous process 
- Supported by all means 
- Focused to variety of stakeholders 
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How to support CSOs when national 
Governmental level perform like: 
Chemical Agency abolished.  
The helpdesk of the (former) Serbian Chemicals Agency, with 
observer status with the European Chemicals Agency, do not 
exist anymore. 
Unit for chemicals within competent Ministry, in April 2013 still 
do not exists (from 42 staff members in former agency it comes 
to unknown structure related chemicals). Agency’s (Agency for 
Chemicals) transferred competences and administrative capacity 
is not preserved, until now. 
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Seems that the most effective related 
support to CSOs should be targeted to: 
- Knowledge based advocacy and 

promotion on chemical safety 
- Knowledge based courses/education of all 

stakeholders …CSOs, including consumers, decision makers, 

media… 

- Knowledge based  monitoring of legal and 
institutional developments/consequences 
at national level 
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- Education: like support development of 

“curricula” on chemical safety for 
international Eco-Schools Program 
implementation in Serbia 

- Proper data – information available 

- JUST SUPPORT IT!!!!!!! 
- Who will support?  

This is my question to you all. Think about that. 


